
 

Personal development 
 
 

In what depth is this coherently planned and sequenced? 
• Romero Child Charter –  

 
this document provides details of all the of the experiences that all our 
children will have the opportunity to participate in whilst at school from 
Nursery – Year 13 at Cardinal Wiseman. It provides a pathway that aims to 
develop the whole character of our students, with Jesus as our model of 
faithful living, readying them for their future lives as they prepare to take 
their place in the adult world. There are six strands to the Romero Child 
Charter and within each strand the experiences build sequentially on 
those that have gone before.  This means that there is a seamless transition between each 
stage of education. So, whether a child is progressing from our Early Years provision to Key 
Stage One, or from our primary education to secondary education at Cardinal Wiseman, we 
– as an Academy - have a clear vision of how we can further develop their character to 
prepare our children for the opportunities, responsibilities, and experiences of later life. 
 
PSHE – We follow Ten:Ten for our progressive PSHE curriculum and supplement this with 
additional workshops and assemblies.  
 
 

How are links made within and between subjects to enhance pupils’ SMSC 
development?  
  
The development of the Thematic Curriculum placed pupils’ SMSC development at the 
forefront of our thinking. This is woven throughout the curriculum with the following areas 
significant areas.  
 
Values Questions: All themes are also framed in a values questions which brings children’s 
learning back to reflect on the social, moral and cultural elements of the topic and 
incorporate their spiritual thinking. An example of this question can be seen in our Year 4 
Greek topic. The Ancient Greeks applied their values of loyalty, glory, intelligence and 
hospitality into everyday life. These values shaped their civilization. How do we use our 
values and virtues to shape our daily lives?  
 
Year 1- Me and My World: Within the topic, we consider the local environment and our 
understanding of what makes up our local area. This looks at elements of how our local area 
has a varied social and cultural make up.  
 
Year 3- You’re in Europe: From a Geography perspective, we explore the social and cultural 
diversity of countries within Europe. This has taken on increased importance for our 
children following Brexit and ensuring that they have an understanding of key elements of  
 



 

 
 
 
this. This is also an area where a number of our children (and families) are able to share 
culture.  
 
Year 3- The Ancient Greeks: The key focus for SMSC and British Values within this topic lie in 
the heart of democracy. We explore the creation of democracy and make links to how this 
has evolved into our government system today and the elements of democracy we see in 
our school.  
 
Year 4- Falling Forests: The rainforest provides a perfect platform to explore geography and 
the make-up of different climates. This topic holds the big question of ‘Should we care 
about deforestation?’ Considering the morality of questions such as this are central to our 
curriculum. This topic is being further redesigned for a wider consideration of our role 
within climate change.  
 
Year 5- African Adventure: This Geography focused topic focuses on the continent as a 
whole and addressing misconceptions that exist. Within the topic we consider our moral 
obligation to help those in need whilst exploring the spiritual, social and cultural diversity 
within and across countries. During our working party group, we at St. Patrick’s were 
insistent that this should be a topic as it provides an opportunity for our biggest ethnic 
group to see direct representation in our curriculum. We harness this identity by including 
parents and families heavily within this topic.  
 
Year 5- Full Steam Ahead: The Victorian focus of the topic is underpinned by a consideration 
of the rapid change brought about by the Industrial Revolution. This is explicitly related to 
the social and cultural impact on Victorians and how these are witnessed and experienced 
today.  
 
Year 6- Keep Calm and Carry on: The WW2 topic looks at the moral dilemma of whether war 
can ever be justified. This big question is debated in depth and is supported by 
considerations of the social and cultural impacts during the war and since. Key development 
such as the role of women in the British workplace are explicitly explored.  
Year 6- Shake, Rattle and Roll: The Geography focused theme looks at the structure of the 
earth and how earthquakes, volcanoes and other natural disasters are formed. This is then 
built on by considering our social obligation to help those who have experienced disasters. 
This has previously involved planning and delivering support packages to disaster areas.  
 
Wider application can also be seen in other areas of the curriculum. We have evaluated the 
texts we use in Reading to ensure a more varied range of authors, issues and main 
characters to ensure all four elements of SMSC are experienced on a daily basis. This can be 
seen through lessons such as the recent Reading lesson in Year 3 where they used the book 
‘Brave Ballerina’ by Michelle Meadows, that explores the story of Janet Collins, the first 
African American principal dancer at the Metropolitan Opera House. Exposing children to 
inspirational figures and stories such as this is part of our efforts to inspire and motivate our 
children and discuss SMSC issues regularly.  



 

 
 
 
Our Art curriculum has been designed to move away from what our external Art consultant 
described as “lots of dead, white artist”. Instead, the artists selected have chosen with a 
consideration of cultural and social representation. A key example of this, is our work in 
Year 5 based on Yinka Shonibare, a British born artist of Nigerian heritage whose work 
features brightly coloured African styled fabric informed by his dual nationality. 
 
We follow the Archdiocese of Birmingham’s Curriculum Strategy for Religious Education in 
Catholic Schools called “Learning and Growing as people of God”. As part of the strategy the 
children learn about what it is to live as Christians today, how the Church is organised from 
global to parish level and also the opportunities which exist for them to participate in the 
life of the Church. This is supplemented by reflection questions which bring children’s 
learning back to how this gives them models or lessons for being model citizens today. 
 
 

Do pupils benefit from first-hand, memorable experiences as a basis for 
learning in context? 
 
In line with our child charter strands: Romero Experiences; Romero Thrives; Romero Shines 
our Children at Saint Patrick’s have an abundance of first-hand, memorable experiences as a 
basis for learning in context: 

• Trips – farm, theatre,  

• Forest School 

• Year 5 residential – Alton Castle 

• Year 6 residential – Dol-Y-Moch 

• Food curriculum enhancement days with the Romero catering team – Year 1 
afternoon Tea for the Queen, Year 2 making bread for Pudding Lane Bakery / Indian 
Food tasting, Y4 Greek food tasting / African Pasty, Y5 African Food Tasting 

• Year Bike Ride to Ryton Pool  

• British Cycling – Bike Proficiency 

• Links with Science Department at Cardinal Wiseman – eye dissection 

• Macbeth Performance for all Year 5 pupils  

• Coventry City Centre  

• Coventry Cathedral 

• Year 2 trip to a Village  

• Cadbury’s World  

• See trip experiences document for additional evidence  
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
How are pupils’ talents and interests identified and developed? 
 
Children at Saint Patrick’s have the opportunity to discover develop their talents which are 
celebrated regularly. This also links to the ‘Romero Shines’ strand of the Child Charter.  

• All children perform for an audience: nativities, Year 6 leavers Play, regularly 
assemblies 

• Children regularly lead assemblies and read and sing for parents 

• Children have the opportunity to learn instrument: ukulele in Y5 

• A dance teacher teaches every year group a dance which they then perform to 
parents  

• Singers have the opportunity to perform in school and whole Academy Masses 

• The school choir has just been re-launched in Autumn 2 20201 

• Swimming is taught in KS2 at Cardinal Wiseman swimming pool 
 
 

How and where does the school monitor and evaluate pupils’ preparation for 
life in modern Britain?  
 
At Saint Patrick’s, we believe every child can be whatever they want to be and provide them 
with the opportunities to succeed in adult life in modern Britain. Our past pupils are a 
testament to this e.g. Francesca – head girl at Wiseman and studying medicine at Oxford 
University.  We monitor personal development through pupil and parent voice.  
Example from the 2021 parent survey: 
Question 13: ‘My child understands and knows how to be a good citizen’ – average response 
‘strongly agree’. 
We have strong links with many charities and fundraise regularly: harvest donations to food 
banks, cake sales for charities selected by the school council, donations to ‘carriers of hope’. 
 
 

What does this information tell you about how well pupils have developed 
an understanding of: 
 
 The values of democracy 
Each year the magistrates work with Year 6 to develop their 
understanding of democracy and rule of law and their responsibility 
as young citizens of the World.  
School council are elected and play a part in decision making.  
 
The rule of law 
Each school year begins with classes creating their class rules and 
children play an important part in this.  
PCSOs have strong links with our school and have a Junior PCSO  
 



 

 
 
 
team who their work with Tizz – Violence prevention unit works with a group of vulnerable 
Reception, Nursery and Year 1 children 
 
Individual liberty 
Our Pupils feel valued and their voices impact on the running of the school. Their opinions 
are sought and acted upon. 

• Eco-team / the Green Gang – monitor how eco friendly the school is being and 
feedback on any improvements that could be made.  

• Sports Leaders – responsibility for the after school sporting clubs offer, helping 
pupils vote for and select equipment for the playground 

• School Council – organise school events (cake sales, charity events), initiate activities 
within the school and suggest improvements, represent their fellow peers and 
feedback on whole school issues.  

• Our children were consulted about the new library and planned and designed the 
layout as well as selecting the reading materials based on their interests.  
 

Mutual respect for and tolerance of those with different faiths or no faith 

• Multi-faith learning is woven through our RE curriculum. 

• All children have the opportunity to visit different Places of Worship: RC Church, Sikh 
Gurdwara, Mosques in Coventry – feedback from these visits also notes how 
respectful our children are 


